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editorial 


oA FRICA IS A SURPRISING COUNTRY 


When the explorers first sighted the country less than a century ago, 
the Iron Age was at its zenith; in the more primitive parts, men of the Stone 
Age were still using stone tools. 


Isolated and forgotten, the Africans lived on the fringe of civilization, 
untouched by it. 


But now, all barriers are down, and the whole Continent is rapidly 
making up the leeway of centuries in every department of human life, 
political, social and economic. Processes that took centuries in Europe and 
America have been artificially accelerated in Africa. 


The late Pius XII said that what should preoccupy us above all today 
is that Africa “is being opened up to the life of the modern world, and pass- 
ing through what may prove to be the most serious years of her millenary 
destiny.” 


By these weighty words, the late sovereign Pontiff directed our atten- 


tion to the new importance the African missions are taking in the world 
and in the Church. 


How are the missions and the Church progressing in Africa? 


Pius XII declared with joy that the Church in Africa is beginning to 
realize “the last aim of the missionary work which is to establish the Church 
firmly and definitely in new countries” by the erection of the Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy, and especially by the participation of the Native Clergy in this 
Hierarchy. 


It is not the moment to stop and look with contentment at the work 
already done. Nothing is fully achieved; only a few foundations are laid down 
to the building of the Church, and the real work of construction is still to 
be carried out. That is why the late Pius told us, “nevertheless, the magnitude 
of the task accomplished should not make one forget that the work which 
remains to be done requires an immense effort and innumerable workers. At 
a time when the establishment of the Hierarchy might erroneously lead one 
to believe that the missionary activity is at a point of termination, more 
than ever, the care of all the churches of the vast African continent fills 
Our soul with anxiety”. 


AFRICA, Volume XIV, Number 1, is edited and published bi-monthly, September-May, with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Office of Publication: White 
Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription, $2.00. Entered as second class 
matter December 15, 1931, at the Post Office of Metuchen, New Jersey, under the act of March 3, 1879. 
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~/ ROM THE BEGINNING of the Christian era, North 
Africa received the Evangelical message. Because of the 
brilliant radiation of its schools of philosophy and the 
prestige of its Doctors Origen and Clement, Alexandria be- 
came the first intellectual center of the Primitive Church. 
Its mysticism and asceticism made it, during the first four 
centuries, the cradle of monastic life: 2,000 monks in the 
vicinity of Alexandria, more than 7,000 in the Desert of 
Theban. The Churches of Egypt and Ethiopia are the result 
of this first spiritual fervor. 

Another group was organized, more to the West, in 
Tunisia and Algeria. 

The Church of Carthage shone with a singular brilliance 
on account of its innumerable martyrs of the third century, 
the power of its 700 Bishoprics at the beginning of the 
fifth century, the unforgettable figure of Saint Augustine 
and the support it gave to Papacy. 

Undermined, shortly after, by its own petty quarrels, 
the struggles of Donatism and Pelagianism, the persecu- 
tion of the Vandals, Alexandria headed towards its down- 
fall. In the seventh century, the bloody horsemen of 
Mohammed advanced unexpectedly: it was the Moslem 
Invasion from East to West, and the crescent triumphed 
over the cross. 

In the 16th century, some Christian communities were 
solidly established by the Portuguese, more towards the 
South, on the West side. It was then that a Belgian, Georges 
de Gheel, evangelized the Lower Congo. Then, once more, 
the “night” concealed the Dark Continent. 

The missionary apostolate, properly so-called and organ- 
ized, dates back to the last century (19th). The Church 
was finally able to establish solid foundations in the center 
of the recently discovered Africa. 
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S 
~~ N EUROPE, Societies, especially devoted to the 
evangelization of the African, began to arise, while 
other Congregations sent forth groups of vanguards. 
In 1844, the Holy Ghost Fathers founded their 
first mission at Gabon; in 1858 the first caravan of 
the Fathers of Lyons succumbed along the Coast of 
Guinea; in 1871, the White Fathers penetrated into 
the Sahara, and in 1878, they reached the Great Lakes 
region. The “tree” which was to give beautiful fruits 
was shaken by many storms: massacres, persecutions, 
sickness without end. It then set out into full swing. 
Since 1880, new Congregations sent the awaited re- 
inforcements: Jesuits, Oblates, Sons of the Sacred 
Heart, Trappists, Redemptorists . . . and 68 succes- 
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sive waves of missionaries were bestowed on Africa. 

It was from 1879-1884 that Belgian Africa was me- 
thodically undertaken: the White Fathers in the East, 
Sheutists in the West. An irresistible spring continues, 
so much so, that in Central Africa and other privileg- 
ed regions, the rising number of conversions is now 
way beyond the possibilities of the missionaries. 

While the Africans are progressively taking rank in 
the hierarchy, political and religious evolution im- 
poses more complex and more serious problems each 
day. 

In the main cities, Catholic opinion awakes to the 


call of the young African Church. Its response will 
decide. 
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~/’ N THE SINGLE MONTH of June 1859, the 
mission of Sierra-Leone lost § of its 6 missionaries, 
among whom were the Vicar General (36 years old), 
and the Founder of the African Missions of Lyons: 
Bishop de Bresillac (46 years old). 


—In 1875 Cardinal Lavigerie sent 3 White Fathers 
in the direction of Timbuctoo, then 3 others followed 
in 1881. All six were massacred. In 1879, he sent 18 
missionaries to Equatorial Africa: 7 died on the way. 


—In the course of their first 10 years in Africa 
(1888-1898) the Sheutist Fathers lost 12 missionaries 
out of 45. 


—In 20 months (May 1904—December 1905), 12 
White Fathers and 2 White Sisters died in the Vicariate 
of the Upper-Congo. 


—290 missionaries died in the Congo between 1890 
and 1910. 


—83 were less than 30 years old; 


—114 were less than 40 years old. 
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—“We landed on Congolese soil, February 19, 
1892, after a 7 months’ voyage, 5 of which we spent 
in caravan. It took us exactly 101 days, on foot, to 
cover some 1335 miles”. 


(Bishop Roelens. ) 


—In Ruanda, February 1901, the Catechist, Tobi, 
accompanied Father Brard who had come to found a 
new mission. Ten years before, Tobi, a Christian of 
Uganda, had left his position of chief to consecrate 
himself to the evangelization of his brethren. 


His whole family was massacred by the enemies of 
the Mission. 


During the course of his journey, Tobi asked pro- 
visions of another chief. He received three blows on 
the head with a pruning knife, was pierced in the 
throat by a lance and received several blows in his 
body. He died two days later in excruciating pains. 


Tobi was buried at Kisenyi near Lake Kivu. 
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c 4 \IAN TIAS DIED. The consulted witchdoctor 
has designated the guilty one, who, in his turn, has 
been massacred and justice is done. 


All now seems to be in order. 


But behold, a new death is brought about in the 
same house, a son or a brother of the dead man. Then 
it is a neighbor who succumbs . . . then, another. . . 
An heroic remedy is necessary. 


The Test! A test, to which everybody must sub- 
mit, men and women, young and old, even the little 
children, who, without knowing it, may be the cause 
of this plague. 


Fate cannot lie: if there are ten guilty . . . there 
will be ten executions. 


The Court is organized. All are there at the same 
time: Judge, accused and executioner. The gourd of 
beer circulates; each one drinks in his turn. If he 
staggers. . . if he wavers. . . he is not given time to 
fall . . . without hesitation, ten clubs beat him down 
without a thought of pity; he is killed as easily as a 
snake is crushed. 


This one who kills now may, in a few minutes, be 
massacred in his turn. All are drunk with alcohol, 
terror and blood, shrieking and howling, they pull 
and tear at each other, to be the first, to get it over 
and done with as quickly as possible. 


The witchdoctor, solely impassible in the midst of 
the maddened crowd, casts, at each one who passes 
before him, the same, indifferent and sly glance, be- 


milieu impregnated with paganism 


fore measuring out to him, according to his fancy, 
the cup of life or potion of death. When the night- 
mare is finally over, when the sobered participants 
count themselves there are sometimes more corpses 
than survivors . 


— 


— 
\— UCH APPALLING incidents are no longer 
possible. 


But the colored races never really escape from such 
frights. Unceasingly the web of their life is woven 
in inexplicable incidents, mysterious signs which are 
able to have immense consequences. 


Think of the anguish of a traveler without arms, 
gone astray during the night, in a forest of roving 
beasts. A rustle of leaves perhaps it is death 
which approaches. A wind which passes, a murmur 
which increases, the crackle of dry wood. . . every- 
thing frightening closes in. 


How may we abolish these menaces? How may we 
interpret these signs? How, above all, safeguard one- 
self against suspicious enemies, indifferent towards the 
losses of the unfortunate, ready to kill them by pro- 
cedures so simple, so efficaciously fatal? A pinch of 
powder on the palissade, a snail hidden in a corner of 
a yard, an incantation pronounced far-away—and it 
is death without defense, without remission. 


Do you understand the anxiety, the anguish, the 
fear which crushes life in the native village? 


(Pierre Ryckmans. ) 
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of 200 million men, being competed for by Western and Eastern powers. 
Not only are the riches of its soil being pursued, but Africa’s soul itself 
is coveted. The African will not remain animist. He wants to evolve. 


Three great paths open up before him: Islamism, Christianity and 
Marxism. 


ane - 


which one will he choose? 


10 africa 
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despite the drive of communism 


—_ 


% Hk PSTABLISEIMENT of a new Communist 
front organization, the Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity 
Council, and the choice of Cairo as the site for its 
headquarters, re-emphasises the importance Moscow 
now attaches to Africa and the Middle East. The in- 
tention is to use the organization, which was set up 
by the Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference, held in Cairo 
at the end of 1957, as the channel through which 
infiltration and subversion into the Middle East and 
the more distant African territories can be carried out. 
It is part of the overall plan to project the Com- 
munist bloc as the champion of Africa and to use the 
confidence thereby inspired to aggravate the tensions 
and complexities of the area. 


In practical terms this can be construed as meaning 
that the Soviet Uniort will endeavor to influence 
African nations towards neutralism, nationalism, 
suspicion of the West and the formation of cultural 
and economic ties with Soviet bloc countries. It is 
safe to assume that tempting offers of trade, aid and 
arms will be forthcoming as they were for Egypt and 
Syria. The success of these policies in both countries 
enabled the Soviet Government to turn their attention 
to political penetration of tropical Africa. Meanwhile, 
Communist propaganda in African countries has tried 
all along to spread the idea that only the Soviet bloc 
defends their rights and interests. 

The Communist assault on the African mind is a 
combined operation. As part of an international move- 
ment the Communists have enlisted the entire machi- 
nery of organizational and operational experience of 
their partners in all countries. 

In the African territories still under European con- 
trol, the “‘anti-colonial struggle” (i.e. the subversion 
of nationalist movements, the infiltration of trade 
unions, etc.) is carried out by the Communist front 
organizations. Chief among them are the World 
Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU); the World 
Peace Council and the organizations it inspires (such 
as the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committees) ; and Com- 
munist-sponsored youth organizations. The activities 
of all these bodies are co-ordinated with and supple- 
mented by those of the Communist controlled move- 
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ments for women, students and members of the 
professions. 


Each of them has a specific task in Africa. WFTU 
provides training facilities behind the Iron Curtain. It 
arranges regional and international conferences at 
which plans can be dovetailed and instructions given. 
It helps in the formation of new trade unions or the 
affiliation of existing ones. In 1952, a general WFTU 
directive made it clear that Communist-led trade 
unions were intended to play a political role in 
marshalling mass support for Soviet policies. At the 
4th WFTU Congress in Leipzig last October much 
time was taken up with reports and resolutions on the 
“struggle against colonialism and international soli- 
darity of the labor movement”. One report called on 
the trade unions to combine the struggle for better 
living conditions with the political struggle against 
colonial rule. Another warned colonial workers of the 
dangers of the ‘“‘new colonialism’, i.e., the Eisenhower 
Doctrine, the European Common Market and French 
policy in Algeria. 

Two other front organizations working on similar 
lines are the World Federation of Democratic Youth 
(WFDY) and the International Union of Students 
(IUS). The former operates a department for Co- 
operation with Colonial Countries, which ensures 
liaison between youth movements in colonial coun- 
tries. This has the dual advantage of enabling WFDY 
to carry on Propaganda among young men and women 
from colonial territories who are unaware of its 
ulterior motives, and to build up goodwill for the 
“Socialist camp”. WFDY seeks constantly to expand 
its branches in colonial countries or create new ones. 
Since 1953 it has enrolled the following African 
youth organizations: The Union of Sudanese Youth; 
The Rural Youth League of Togo; The Working 
Youth of Ubangue-Chari; The Association of Moroc- 
can Students in France; The Democratic Youth of 
Madagascar; The African Youth League of the Ivory 
Coast; Togoland Youth Movement; Maabang Youth 
Association (Ghana); Congo Youth Union; Niger 
Youth Union; Union of South Africa Indian Youth 
Congress. 
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WFDY launches annual appeals and demonstra- 
tions of solidarity with the youth of “oppressed” 
peoples in colonial territories. The anti-colonial theme 
was also much in evidence at the last WFDY Con- 
gress in Kiev in August 1957. One resolution urged 
the youth of the world and all national and inter- 
national organizations to take effective steps towards 
helping the Algerian people in their struggle. Pleas 
were made for the independence of the Belgian Congo; 
support was expressed for the “anti-colonial struggle” 
in Cyprus and the Cameroons. 

IUS runs its own “Bureau for Problems of Colonial 
Students”. The task of this bureau is to serve as a 
clearing house for Communist “aid” to colonial stu- 
dents, particularly in the form of scholarships en- 
abling a number of them to study in Soviet bloc 
countries. In theory, such scholarships are available 
to students regardless of whether they belong to IUS 
or not. In practice, they are awarded only to students 
whom the Communists consider as a worthwhile 
“investment”. The number of scholarships is small 
compared with the thousands of colonial students in 
British and Commonwealth Universities and technical 
colleges. But it is large enough for Communist propa- 
ganda to contrast Communist concern for colonial 
countries with alleged Western “indifference”. 

Until some years ago the export of Communist 
dogma to Africa was hampered by ignorance of local 
conditions. Since then political penetration of Africa 
has been planned and organized on rational lines. 
Soviet scholars have announced a programme of 
serious and realistic study of African political and 
economic problems. Research in relation to Africa is 
now carried out by the institutes of Ethnography and 
of Oriental Studies of the Soviet Academy of Sciences. 


“While the enemies of the name of God multiply their insidious 
and violent efforts on that continent, it is necessary to denounce 
other serious obstacles which run counter to the progress of 
evangelization in certain regions. In particular you know the 
easy attraction exercised upon a great number of minds by a 
religious concept of life which, although calling strongly upon 
divinity, none the less attracts its followers to a way which is not 
that of Jesus-Christ, the only Savior of all people. 


The Institute of Ethnography is the center of all 
studies concerning tropical and southern Africa. It 
claims to be publishing a series of books dealing with 
the history, culture and peoples of Africa, and in 
addition, dictionaries of African languages such as 
Swahili, Bantu and Hausa, atlases, textbooks and 
educational material. According to Moscow radio on 
March 9, 1957, some 55 books are to be published by 
the Institute in the next few years on “the struggle 
of the peoples of Africa against colonialism and for 
their rights”, but whether the Institute will be able 
to carry out this programme is doubtful. Soviet 
scientists, the broadcast added, were paying much 
attention to_the various aspects of life of the African 
peoples, and pamphlets were being prepared on the 
ethnography of Nigeria, Ethiopia, Angola, Mozam- 
bique, the Belgian Congo, etc. 

The Institute of Oriental Studies, which in the 
past confined its activities to Asia, is now devoting 
more and more attention to Africa. This is obviously 
in line with what has become a familiar propaganda 
theme concerning the existence of a common “Afro- 
Asian problem”. The Institute consists of five de- 
partments and 25 sections in place of the 11 before 
re-organization. The new departments include those 
dealing with Africa, the Arab countries and South 
East Asia. 

To fight Communism, we cannot count on Islam, 
nor on the animist people. 

How may we counteract this communist infiltra- 
tion with efficacious resistance? 

Only Christianity is able to prevent or neutralize 
the Marxist invasion, on condition nevertheless, that 
the Christians understand their duty towards the 
young African Church. 

(Taken from “The Sword of Spirit’) 


(Pius XII, Fidei Donum) 
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there are 4100 million Moslems 
in the world ...tin every 7 


In 1931 there were 44 million Moslems in Africa, 31% of the total 
population. In 1951 there were over 80 million Moslems — 
40% of the total population, while there were only 


15 million Catholics — 7.5% of the total. 


the secret of 
Islam "s suceess 


Islam’s phenomenal success is easy to understand 
if we remember that Islam has always drawn its new 
adherents from paganism. Today the breakdown of 
the traditional animistic religious beliefs of Africa 
has thrown open the breach to the peaceful infiltration 
of the new Islamic missionary organizations and the 
zealous proselytising of the marabouts. Deprived of 
the stable social and religious beliefs of their pagan 
forefathers, Africans today feel very uncertain of 
themselves and readily find in Islam a comfortably 
cultural and religious synthesis that makes little 
demand on their intelligences or on their traditional 
mode of life. In fact, it is this which constitutes the 
great strength of Islam in Black Africa. A pagan 
can still remain a pagan, can still retain his many 
wives and yet have the religious and social respect- 
ability of a great world religion. As well, the methods 
and general tone of Islam, at first sight at least, 
seem African to the African. It is preached by 
Africans to Africans. It claims to be the only 


authentic African religion! 
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organized 
proselytism 


The peaceful expansion of Islam is no longer ex- 
clusively dependent, however, on the isolated efforts 
of pious marabouts and zealous Indian traders. It is 
highly organized in many parts. The Ahmadiyya 
Movement was founded in Quadian by the famous 
Mirza Ahmad for exclusively missionary purposes — 
to conquer the world for Islam. The Quadian branch 
of this organization is particularly active in Africa, 
especially in education, and its translation of the 
Koran into Kiswahili is having far-reaching effects. 

The Ismaili Movement stems from India, and the 
late Aga Khan was its great inspiration. It is important 
to recall that the diffusion of Islam,not horse racing, 
was this potentate’s primary interest in life. In 1954, 
he issued this order to his followers: ‘Remember, you 
will be judged not so much on your prayers and fasts 
but on how you answer the question: What have 
you done for the spreading of Islam in Central 
Africa?” On 16th June, 1954, he founded at Mom- 
basa, the East African Moslem Welfare Society which 
has since made great progress. He himself gave mil- 
lions of rupees to the funds of this movement and, 
as a result, in Uganda alone, 30 mosques, 48 primary 
schools, 1 training college, 3 technical schools and 1 
residential college were built. 


africa 
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} lore IS MORE FOREIGN TO THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST THAN. DIVISION ... ” 


(Pope Pius XII, Fidei Donum) 
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don°t miss 
the future issues 
now in preparation: 


Uganda and its people 
Growing problems in Africa 
The New Congo 

The Sahara Today 
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that ali may be one 


The Octave is a period of eight days of prayer (Jan. 18-25) for the reunion of Christendom, the return of 
the lapsed Catholics, and the conversion of unbelievers. li was founded by Fr. Pau! James Francis, S.A. 
in 1908 and blessed by St. Pius X in 1909. Since then it has spread to al! parts of the Catholic world. 
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despite the lack of resources... 


77> 
“Bur DGEE OF THE MISSIONS 


— Money problems are a great cause of anxiety to 
the Heads of Missions. Besides the mission posts of the 
bush, there are the big missions: vast complexes, im- 
portant organizations . .. with expenses in proportion. 

Here is an example of the expenses of a strongly 
Catholic Missionary diocese: 


—.50 cents a day for food, clothing and school 
supplies of a seminarian . . . that’s not much. For 
300 Seminarians, Senior and Junior, that represents 
$150. every day: more than $54,750 a year. 


— Figure on an average of 40 cents a day for the 
upkeep of a missionary. For 606 Fathers, Brothers 
and Sisters the expense is $88,486. 


— A Catechist receives only a simple gratification 
which is no recompense for either his devotedness or 
his services. He gets about $20. a year. And for 2,150 
Catechists, that amounts to $430,000. 


— For the 1,013 schools (74,000 boys, 32,000 girls) 
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the Government has given $460,000. The Diocese 
had to find a supplement of 100,000 dollars. 


— For the extended parishes, which are also over- 
populated (an average of 10,500 Baptised and 5,000 
Catechumens at every parish), a regular branch- 
establishment and an administrative lay personnel is 
necessary. Total cost $20,000. 


— Being given the constant growth of Christianity 
and the multiplication of works, the problems of 
construction is ever present, always urgent and more 
demanding. 

The expense of construction has reached $120,000. 
For want of place and lack of resources, the Junior 
Seminary has refused 80 students. 


TOTAL: in one year and for a single diocese 
(particularly important) the base expenses have risen 
to $400,000. 


And there are 250 dioceses in Africa . 
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) UR NATIVES today produce criminals 
and prostitutes, not because it is in their nature to 
do so, but because their simple system of order and 
tradition and convention has been destroyed. It was 
destroyed by the impact of our own civilization.” 


An essential element of that civilization is indus- 
trialization, that gathered together men from all 
parts of the country, and gave them work far from 
their homes, creating a new social condition.” 
(“Cry, the Beloved Country’’) 


WHITE SISTERS 


‘ NS ae ee Gia : 
: eS os : r m= 
' 2 = , : i is ie 
el ORIONT ‘ ~ a 
“Dates OUSE Hy P : : 
’ _— . IN ~~ il oa 
‘ OPERA on EMascop , ; 
¥ @ Chae a 
e Che a — FF 
ee i 
. “ay tena . ALES, ’ arc) . z 
at 1 tga * = a 3335 
. 7 . ! “ —_—_—_— 
*, e ~ ~ vo —__ ? beh 3 ay, : 
ey I dkenem u <= -——— chat act poe 
wt . ua ——- peta! on Bea 
al ‘ =. B 
a a \ a ‘ ee : a ae 
4 is ” 3 Ee eee es : 
ae ae Se , K f im) = —_e : 
= a ee Ey 7 Ny : ge 
bg ee “3 <s f ’ ieee . #: Sige es +s ; . a .* a 
foe Sean. nr eee a — = » ht 
eee 4 “3 ee or toe P ; : -~ ees a Oe a Ne 
roots. %% —-" ys, ‘ #5 , = 
rs : , ee 
Photo Office of Information, London - 
al it ali | 
cece Gespitte materitatism : 
} a 
| - : 
met A bs 
Se — jee : 
| Fos tite . a = i 
f Oo 2 > a 
| i Pa”: io = > < od ’ 
| “y arg 3 § ae “ite ~ ee 
eee Fissite a a 
j - per) Ss a d 
Dae — 
| bs be : ge 
| — A, Aa Ma 
<a : 
| > Fo ee % i ne | 
7 a 5 : sae 
rat: st . : - : 
; eee A : : 7 g - 
— ae Rae “< : 7 : 
% = ! > 
re ' 
: a 2) 
PC 19 = 
“hae ee sae 
a, | Sa oy eee Ps) E 


20 


africa 


ee 


> is at Rhu! mein. Sut mache Kies fi MOE EY ep eee IRS Whe oe et gg ti Se wee re hele ie 
e a : eer Bi: : cat ae re e oe toe eee FAR inc! 7m oS > ae oa). ol oe ae ao ee ee. ae ee ae a 
: j — 
Th | | 
a ae (Cf (ACS through the 
: ; Oe a oa lll le a te ieee pa ah Seay % : oe 
; “4 « eiaats toga Be I ae es a eee ad, biog 
| a ’ : ae ee eae Er ee 6 RL Ie, sees i 
} Pi ee oe ee ee Oe wee Ss Et eee : 
— Lede Ble eee ee Boe SR ie ai EA i 
; 2% - oe ect. aaa, ee “a pot ety . fe naee ae Sl 
. ee . . cer S - mt a AP eee eae 
& : : Sn o . ee | ee De Mais Pee ary ¢ 
. “ ' ie 5 i i aaa sige Pare seen re ae 
: oe : : e . gee Pi ai Paha . oe 6 ee ge Feira aes 
eae pet ase 
oe » ee * 7 Mont’ 4 
: ie ee ee, 
& . * ea. Re a 
fh Spite 
4 : Sea a 
‘ of ‘ 
es 
4 ~~ ae 
} 
et, ed | 
= — Sy ' 
ee oa Sea 
i ma - ie ee i 
pee ers Gece 
2 = Pr ¥ 
ae ts ‘ a : 
E 7 * , oe ee 
yy Ao Per ae 
eee So : a 5 
oe “SL a , Hie kas ae ae, ‘ I: 
= hee “4 7. Pt eg ae he 
he te ae Be Bisa ee. Dee mc Berle 
a ete ee ee te SRS ae tee ae 
is * : et es ee 
/ : 7 te Seat Pree ak 
fe * F Sods Ul BONN ca a ete > Fra rh. 
; feted Dee AOR oe f 
: : 2A b get "ae es ee Dice he 4 
ine ( af s. ho oe. oi es ee, me 
: bie tll Fe . r Nae ie epee 
} ¢ i ; ee ke 
i. ee ee teas A ee ‘ oT eae 
: a oe ee hee pee Pk Satag . 
| + Nae Ay dee Me ons, pan a (3 ene 
| it a _ oer seuss Ce hy eo 8 tae ey Bat aa a ; A al 
5 » -! a i & ay 2 - "ree bea ee a ee ports M ana ee iS ei ne ‘ 3 a ~ 
a igh Oe oe gave eee oe 
_ ae ie “oe EE CIRO oT a oi Seu itiag ere i ee ee. | 
” | in ‘ v [ae ae same be oe Ne ee as a | 
Pe x a i Pe OS lee eee Ne Se 
i o eS" 3 oe ee ere ” 
y Ps i eee Arey eS a 4 i 
: : : mot gee ee ee ee ee ea : | 
: a ‘ a : is i eee 6 
‘5 / ae | a he 4 ee ae a Pa oes ' 
, in ’ a Se ‘ a tee a Oe ee es ee 
f Dix, a ; a git ia. Se een Sec ae tae 
ties é 9 ee eee 2 SRS os GI eae geo fh me 
: eee) ‘= see a sh an are i in ee ear Seek’ Ws eG a mt 
3 =. Rete te: 4 eae ae ae CR eee ee oo 5.) See vo 
ae i Weigel Bia ase se Fa, Oi GE i See e e  2= | ea «2 
ae i ee as oo) ae Pe ee ee 
3 i = er I Se ee eee ’ 
: . a pushes ee) ee ee Th eg ee ; 
. E ‘ : eee RCE ae te 
he fp ae ; ee eee ee er a ee es 
4 oy 3 ie i eek ae a Dice Augean | aa PS mee at Soham ss meet ° i RS oes - 
: he Pr =f 4 aa ao 2 a 2 i ee ° See ) } 
; i, Ba say oy, MIE yeh ey EI «a A 2 
: te aa ee a Ra ey  — ee 
2 a ae ee aga Ea) ae ¥ Cer ee ere i. Se ee . 
es ae 3 IRIE. aaa Ely a ae Ne eee, & ye ne ee eee 
= a oo Bee ote Mee els eae Samat ee hee ieee : aa 4 ei 
: : . ee ee Vcomp a ee ie Be eee ey ea ie la 
: 1 “ fa PE Be roid ee a 3 to eal na pee eae i ets vs oe a ae OR EE 
: 2 Ba e is ee Bigs ees = ks Tigck te Re ase tle eae Feet ior ee ee aha 
; = Fa ah Be ae ior peer. ga ae : ig bees ee Seed pier Soe 
a gue pepe ere ame er Reo ee : ; 
é : : ae ee a ee a ae : ee. Se ae se q 
: Py pies 75 ee ee alee a Pes 2) eee pas may ae 
: i te Wan ie eee Te ee ee eee 
c << WMS 2 ann Behe) a ae "ee sae Gate eae os: AR ae t 
' : a Bet as eee feet ao ee eS 
: = Bo aa ala oe re), oe Eee co ee ee 
a eit ia Sane 2 Re in eee be ‘ 
7 as oy ete ca eee Ee ee. ss cot) Be i 
Be ale, oe oS eee pee. oe a Bs oe ae pears es 
‘ ? oe ee Gye ats ey on” i ai i eit : : fais) Bis a ee ee a : 
. a Remi eae ae a es ‘ Cues ee re + 
: s a 7 aan te pee 4 ee ee ee oe Rat 
‘ iat a a a ‘ oe A aaa x Oe % big arena eee ary ae aie ae ee A a are ke = ns eas pe E 
s es a oa 3 “ or ae ath Pg Pere eee | Ne ial ’ ‘ 
va J : aoae ee ee a a. - Bs & year? Te 
1. 3 a a ie |, ere eet = ER oe me oR Ape : 
dj ¥ 5), ae en eo : ike : ; ee =. ee ee : eae teers. + x 
° Pe” een ye 
ae: TA ph Sk ee ee See ere ee 
es ee Cee ce ee ee oe ee | Se 
: oe ¢ ee ES ee Eat: oo ae a Se a 
; ipa sas ee oA i); ua oe 
me goes mee 2 ee a’ dest: at Bad 
: tbe olin ae aes ae Ser gr ean ps ee oe a 
Or es ee eh ad RSE Sa cr a a - 


wa 


oo 


ee Na ye: 


teaching given to the catechumens 


What are catechumens? 


They are persons preparing for Baptism. 


Here is testimony given in an interview by a Bishop 
of Rhodesia, on the catechumenate in his Diocese: 


Will you describe the missionary techniques used 
in your Vicariate? 


“First of all, we have a very serious catechumenate. 
It might seem exaggerated, but we insist that the 
people must not only know their religion but that 
they also start to live their religion. And if you know 
their background — and we are proud to say we do 
know — with all their customs and their habits of 
living, it is a terrible change for them to come from 
this paganism to Christianity. That’s why we ask 
for a four year trial period before baptism. We do 
this mostly by using lay catechists. We divide our 
missions into sub-parishes. We have twelve missions 
and each mission has roughly twenty sub-parishes. 
The area is very big, and the priests who are usually 
assigned three to a mission, can see all the people in 
their area only about three or four times a year. So 
we have to have catechists. 


“These lay catechists are really doing a marvelous 
work. We have a training school for them in the 
hands of my best missioner, who is a very experienced 
old priest and who trains them perfectly well, not 
only in theory but also in making them men of con- 
viction and men of courage. The catechists are all 
Africans themselves. Each of them lives in the central 
village of his sub-parish and he is responsible for ten 
to fifteen other villages in a circle about ten to 
fifteen miles around his central village. 


“There he usually builds a chapel and asks the 
people to cooperate in making the bricks and collect- 
ing the grass for the roof. Every Sunday he gives his 
own service. He starts with morning prayers. Then 
he reads the Epistle and Gospel, and explains the 
Gospel. He gives a real sermon afterwards according 
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to a program which is the same all over the vicariate. 
Then he leads other prayers —a kind of a spiritual 
communion. In between the people sing the Kyrie, 
Gloria, Credo and Sanctus — up to now in Latin, 
but we are going to change that very soon, we hope. 
And the catechist remains afterwards, and everybody 
who has difficulties and questions comes to him. They 
come with marriage problems, they come with chil- 
dren to be baptised; couples want to be married and 
want to know when the priest is coming. The cate- 
chist answers all their questions and he writes down 
all the necessary information for the priest. 


“He does everything: he attends the dying, and 
baptizes them if they are willing; he baptizes children 
in danger of death; he is really a parish priest, the 
only lack being that he is not ordained and cannot 
distribute the sacraments.” 

(Extracts from “‘Jubilee’’) 


There are 1,200,000 Catechumens in Belgian Africa 
and only 2,800 priests . . . Their numbers are ever 
mounting, continuing the movement of expansion 
which, within a century, has made a Church of one 
million into one of 17 million. Within the last fifty 
years the Catholic population has increased by 556 
per cent. In a single year there were 63,820 baptisms 
in Nigeria, 45,000 in the Gold Coast, Ivory Coast, 
Dahomey, and Togo, 27,000 in Congo and Ruanda- 
Urundi, 150,000 in East Africa. At present Uganda 
is 25% Catholic, the Congo 29%. This Catholic 
laity is very consciously apostolic, and so Catholic 
Action in its various forms is natural to them. The 
Legion of Mary is very successful among them: It is 
active in 25 dioceses in British West Africa, 22 in 
French West Africa, and 35 in the Belgian Congo. In 
Owerri alone there is one Comitium, 5 Curia, 220 
Praesidia, and a recent diocesan congress was attended 
by 4,000 legionaries. 
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Light Shines 


in the intelligence and 
hearts of children 


“During a journey in the Cameroons,” says Dr. Aujoulat, 
“from one district to another we had this unforgettable 
vision of groups of children running to us begging for 
schools. 


Schools, ever more schools, this is the main preoccupation 
of Africa”. 


Phote UNESCO, Paris 


His message of love assures the 
fraternity of races and the respect of persons 


22 


africa 


; 
; ae 
‘a <= 
j 
| ’ x 
3 
| { 
or i 
£ \ 4 fr 
bs ; , je — 
t ’ 4 > \ 
} \ \ 
: = j ¢ : 
/ . } / ‘ wf, 
/ ; ; y snl 
} i J ) \ 
Se ae ) “Year f 
> “ft .\ Pd 4 
o> t-* \ if 
A a 4 4 
| ‘ r | j \ 
j a ~ 
fi 
5) 4 
| wi, i \ 
4 | / Y='= 4 
| : 
| J fA / I \ 
j | ts =e ‘if \ 
i | 
i } | j e\ \ 
j ~ ‘5 
i f 
! 
. , - ne ae 4 : “ la og re, a " i s pie: a So 
j ia : bs eae ae Shy Fekete (ee: i aaa 
: S : <a De ee ee ae eae ae i ee a a. a a 
: ea \ Slee ok ast E f hy Caen a ee ee i ae! 
aS ee “abe Th ae ie oe . ile as, —a 
: at . = a ae y SE See a ee Ee Eg A. ey, ky 
f Fe” ; a aes tee See i” 2 a eee OR GL say, Mb, ih . 
: 2 j ; 7 ar: 2 Ay ae EMR i to ea oa SO, Sana ag SF ist 
. J q ais ee Pe See a o¢ Pee ge er a a ce ae Se ee 
eee i are Se Fe gr ae ee. ge age Pee ae a em ee Le 
eR oa : SE ae a ae ee Perse : ae oil = Pa te ws: ee ey eh 
; Aa! a a eee % Pos ines 2a. eae 6 OV ee Te eee ae be a ae i eae ae pee 7 
Eves ae a eee ve a SS a bo od Bal es es ba a a er ee ee et Lees SR oe at : mere 
annie x oo TE mt Soe AIRS i a ala ig ah ae en «ee Weer ee Me: ae a ee 
ie 1 ee ee eg a oR ou ea sae Me ere a ee 2) ee 
be a 3 Rae cd ae oe : co: eer a eae oe eee hte ea oo evs a 
; ; > Coe § Dil et. org i on re Cai ae cult oo a ye ee ee & i 
» es es <i a fe ee aS |) ae CR ee ay eee a Ptah ioe To oe ee 
; ; a : ee Ne a ae, ‘em ee EE aay s ont b ys oe 
: s : i _— if ae ~. hi eee. pak ee ‘Sa SY ol, Se ee eg cha 
i, ; ’ j ei ee; RE ae Re a ae a ae eg Bae Se ca Fee a 
i 4 . jee ee 3 OR ET tar ee ame ae eo 
: ‘ . } Ree ea ‘ gc EN i ei eae ose 
; ie "si Rs a i te I a rea? ae 
a i eae Ree. es a Te Be oe ch a ag 
| " xa / y Se eee ne a mo *< ee erg eC ake day” Ie 
m ~ iy Mee te \ fs neal Ma z emg 
: a — Pa , pet ae. ee ee ahs ‘so V2 inne 
nee: rg L, i a her ee eat a 
Mca, oles ae eis Mame ee uaa ie ve ae 
: Lf pene See es sol eae + % eS oe i i 
: =], Be aria: tee yt Re em 
{ : j ' S ‘o eee t ae ee em 
: a Beane ee Hoe — 2 ce a a) eae me 
: ~ fas ’ J ome el iii ~t-. = 
: = ¢ Es leas — ae ~ aa ato 
E “< i f >: ea oe RR aa nk Sates a 
: : \ ox ci : ad —_—— *  iprOrtage 
7 \e : eee : a f ‘ pe nn oe a : 
* * - % ' [ae F = 4 ra eh x 
ie Beige a. > it me 
? ._ 4 Lh Se hee =A Si RS ae oe 
4 i.) nS oe By ABR as * 
4 ee Sige TE Sa, a mec ae oe 7 pee 
™ Pn / . fiscal : So + ee cers. 4 
y = = > ’ — ¢ = Cees 2 — AY 
—— q ii 4 eet I i : i “oe 
: — on ' ge ee ne 7 ae at 
“ — ee, a eee v2 
na Me * aes co" pc Ny ee er ee , ee = 3 Me 
-_ Se ne Sioa. x 4 a ~ ¢ ple lan ee at Been 
be . yore aoe a 4 “a ame i al i aegis et 4 . = SA>»: 
: : “— ite. ae ts Pa : y Bet ‘oie ™ . eae ‘ eas 
om ; =i oe HB _ — es * he a ee pact ae “3 4 
0 SS ae ie Ses * ’ * , . “a 
‘aii —. ae ae.» - =. : 3 
£ & a ray r ~ af 
ies - = st ————_ a = = Fay ? 
, ee é Ps a i iat : “on ~ a ~y . 
’ eo 4 te Ms 5 a » . 
i _—_ = ae Ce = a ee ee ai 
= ae <aty — - ’ 
- - . 
a : , < a Ee “a Pa a ge Ge NN Rep eee SS ee ee ee 
we ee - nar rae ae Mee Se, | ae © 0) oe a Ss a ne ew se — een: lata ae Bs oe ee 
: : RT ee eR ee ee Se ee 
eee re a eRe, Pe ESS OE ae ae ae 2 is) eS ee 7, eee rea 
Fs poe Petes Spe ma pean ead apie ett eee a dee ie wee ree eee nee. ed ke peak ee 
ag ee we ye Re ee rege Le A a Re re eran acre ee Sp 
j aie 2 re Ris ae a we ae ee, a as. uti Dat coi A ote ie otek ata 
e Pee ee fe ¢ Veyae ee Pek ee ae ce, at eh iemn, Ges 7 SA as a ae Ov Sil asia). ee Salle oa eta babe oS a a Si 


es eT 


Photo Goldstein, Inforcongo, Brussels 


it lifts up once more 
the dignity of the woman 
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of CHRISTIANS in the city 


THE CHURCH is strengthened 
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the 
alrican 
brother 


They are chosen by Christ to give them- 
selves irrevocably to the praising of His 
Glory and to the service of their brethren, 
by their virginity, obedience, work and 
prayer. 

The Congregations of Brothers have 
developed slowly. But grace leads the 
way and today Africa counts 1,000 Afri- 
can Brothers. 

Some are autonomous and have an 
African Superior General. 

Their collaboration is all the more ap- 
preciated in teaching and various works, 
since there are all too few hands to 


keep up with the urgent and unceasing 
tasks. 


africa 
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She is the most beautiful flower of the Missionary Church, luminous symbol 
and main promoter of the emancipation of the African Woman. 


WHITE SISTERS 


Photo Africa Films 
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THE CHURCH is strengthened 


by the presence and ministry of 


NATIVE PRIESTS 


The first aim of the Mission is to form young men to the Priesthood. 
(Instruction of the Congregation of Propaganda 1659.) 


... in this matter, it is a question of life or death for the Mission, 
for Africa can only be converted by the Africans. 
(Cardinal Lavigerie, 1872.) 


... without them, the Church is unable to take root. 
(Pope Pius XII.) 


there are now 1,254 AFRICAN PRIESTS 


[he tota I Mit | \t 4 I Priests, Bi t! rs ind Ny 


rican “Bishops 


1. Tre Most Rev. J. Kiwanuka (1939) 11. THe Most Rev. P. Dramrnt (1954) 

Bishop of Masaka, Uganda. Bishop of Unzimkulu, Union of South Africa. 
2. Tue Late Bishop I. RaMAROSANDRATANA (1939) 12. THe Mosr Rev. I. Dup (1955) 

of Marinaviro, Madagascar. Vicar Apostolic of Rumbek, Sudanese Republic. 
3. Tre Most Rev. G. J. Jacosp (1951) 13. THe Most Rev. P. Eroca (1955) 

Bishop of the Catholics of Coptic rite. Auxiliary Bishop of Yaounde, Cameroun. 
4. THe Most Rev. H. M. Can Sar (1951) 14. Tue Most Rev. T. Monco (1955) 

Bishop of the Catholics of Coptic rite. Auxiliary Bishop of Douala, Cameroun. 
5. True Most Rev. L. RucaMawa (1951) 15. THe Most Rev. D. YoucBare (1956) 

Bishop of Rutabo, Tanganyika. Bishop of Koupela, French West Africa. 
6. THe Most Rev. A. BicrrumMwamr (1952) 16. THe Mosr Rev. E. Mcnonpe (1956) 

Vicar Apostolic of Nyundo, Ruanda. Auxiliary Bishop of Dar-es-Salam, Tanganyika. 
7. THe Most Rev. P. Dopps (1953) 17. THe Most Rev. P. Kimponpo (1956) 

Bishop of Ziguinchor, Senegal. Auxiliary Bishop of Kisantu, Belgian Congo. 
8. THe Most Rev. J. Bowers (1953) 18. THe Most Rev. C. Citsuto (1956) 

Bishop of Accra, Ghana. Vicar Apostolic of Dedza, Nyasaland. 
9. THe Most Rev. E. MaBaTHOANA (1953) 19. THe Mosr Rev. M. Orunca (1956) 


Bishop of Leribe, Basutoland. 
10. THe Most Rev. D. Ekanpem (1953) 20. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Calabar, Nigeria. 


Auxiliary Bishop of Kisumu, Kenya. 
Tue Most Rev. B. GaNnTIN (1956) 
Auxiliary Bishop of Cotonou, Dahomey. 
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, i HIERE HAS already been a considerable response 
to the charge which the Encyclical Fidei Donum 
laid upon non-African Catholics, that they should 
take to heart the situation of the Church in Africa 
and should seek by all means in their power to aid 
their African fellow-Catholics to play their part 
worthily in the new Africa of tomorrow. 


This was the theme of the discussions of a group 
of Africans and Europeans who met at the invitation 
of Pax Romana at Amersfoort in Holland. 


“What do Africans expect from Western Christians 
and especially from graduates?” asked and answered 
Mr. A. Diop from Senegal, Editor of ‘Presence 
Africaine”, while Mr. P. Briey and J. Joblin of the 
International Labour Office spoke of the formation 
needed and the work which could be done by lay 
Catholics prepared to put themselves at the service 
of the Church in Africa. 
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Africans 
BUILD 


AFRICA 


Dr. L. Aujoulat of Ad Lucem commented on the 
attitude with which they must set about their tasks. 
Specialists in various fields of African study discussed 
these matters with representatives of the lay mission- 
ary movements which are rapidly growing in strength 
on the Continent today, and also of the older mis- 
sionary congregations. 


Lay Catholics who go to Africa as specialists in 
their own secular fields but also as representatives of 
the Church, naed to ge well trained for their tasks, 
to be ready to efface themselves when African leaders 
are ready to take over their responsibilities, and to 
work with Africans in a spirit of true friendship. 


The Conference hoped that, to assist the recruit- 
ment and training of such lay apostles, it would be 
possible to set up an international information and 
co-ordination centre (this would, of course, work 
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closely with national centres such as the African 
Centre which was proposed at the recent conference 
held by the Sword of the Spirit Africa Committee) . 


It is hoped that American and European Catholics 
will apply themselves to the study of African 
cultures, will work closely with the United Nations, 
and with UNESCO in all that concerns Africa, and 


We must, therefore, do all m 


will take all possible opportunities of contact with 
African Catholics. 


It is increasingly clear that none of us can live 
to ourselves alone, and, as the late Pius XII reminded 
us in the Encyclical Fidei Donum, “the missionary 
spirit and the Catholic spirit are one and the same 
thing”’. 


can to ensure that Africa takes 


her plac within the Church, and that the Church ts firmly rooted 


m African soil 


WHITE SISTERS 


Photo Office of Information, London 
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